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Equine Herpes Virus Information Seminar to be Held in Regina

Infectious disease specialist Dr. Hugh Townsend of the Western College of Veterinary Medicine
(WCVM) will give horse owners the facts about equine herpes virus during a public information
seminar on Tuesday April 22, in Regina, Saskatchewan.

The Farm Animal Council of Saskatchewan Inc. (FACS) is organizing the free, two-hour evening
session in partnership with WCVM and the Saskatchewan Veterinary Medical Association.
Organizers are holding the seminar after a recent outbreak of equine herpes virus type 1 (EHV-1) in
the Saskatoon area caused concern among Saskatchewan’s horse community.

“The exemplary co-operation of horse owners involved in the recent outbreak has been so valuable
in controlling the spread of EHV-1,” says Townsend, a professor in WCVM’s Department of Large
Animal Clinical Sciences. “Public awareness is a very effective way to minimize the disease’s
risks.”

More than 300 horse enthusiasts heard Townsend speak at a similar session in Saskatoon last week,
says Adele Buettner, executive director of FACS. “Based on the number of calls that FACS and our
partners have received in recent weeks, we know it’s vital to keep horse owners well-informed
about the precautions that can be taken to prevent the spread of EHV.”

“We encourage horse owners to attend this seminar and to talk to their own veterinarians about
biosecurity measures for their farms and acreages,” says Dr. Curt Hagele, registrar of the
Saskatchewan Veterinary Medical Association. “It’s important that we work together to manage
these kinds of horse health issues.”

For further information about EHV-1, please visit www.wcvm.com/collegenews or
www.ehrf.usask.ca

Time, date and location of information seminar:
Tuesday, April 22, 2008

Cannington Room, Regina Inn

1975 Broad Street, Regina, Sask.

7:30 p.m. — 9:30 p.m.
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For more information:
Adele Buettner Dr. Curt Hagele Myrna MacDonald
Executive Director, FACS Registrar, SVMA Communications, WCVM
Tel: 306-249-3227 Tel: 306-955-7862 Tel: 306-225-4479 or 306-291-9950
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