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2003 Stock Person’s School

FACS, together with the University of Saskatchewan, was pleased to present the third annual Stock

Person’s School on May 8, 2003 at the University of Saskatchewan. The objective of this one-day

school is to address specific issues, relevant to pasture riders and cattle producers, which will improve

their knowledge and performance level. This unique one-day school provides interactive opportunities

for participants to learn from industry experts. Attendees benefit from a range of topics from cattle

handling to identifying illnesses and their treatment.

Along with the many experts who spoke on behalf of the University of Saskatchewan was Dr. Temple

Grandin, our guest speaker. Dr. Grandin shared information relevant to the low stress handling of

cattle while out on pasture.

Dr. Grandin is a designer of livestock handling facilities and an Associate Professor of Animal

Science at Colorado State University. Facilities she has designed are located in the United States,

Canada, Europe, Mexico, Australia, New Zealand, and other countries. In North America, almost half

of the cattle are handled in a center track restrainer system that she designed for meat plants. Curved

chute and race systems she has designed for cattle are used worldwide and her writings on the flight

zone and other principles of grazing animal behavior have helped many people to reduce stress on

their animals during handling. 

Dr. Grandin has also developed an objective scoring system for assessing handling of cattle and pigs

at meat plants. This scoring system is being used by many large corporations to improve animal

welfare. Her other areas of research include cattle temperament, environmental enrichment for pigs,

reducing dark cutters and bruises, bull fertility, training procedures, and effective stunning methods

for cattle and pigs at meat plants. 

The other presentations delivered during the school included:

• “CSI: In the Back 40,” Dr. Eugene Janzen

• “What's the Buzz on West Nile Virus?” Dr. Trish Dowling

• “CWD: Does It Affect Cattle?” Dr. Murray Woodbury

• “Pasture Diseases 101,” Dr. John Campbell

• “Bovine Pedicures,” Ms. Carolyn Zmud

The school was very well intended. In fact participants from Saskatchewan, Manitoba and Alberta

formed the largest audience the school has ever seen. Members of the media were also on site,

including representatives from the Saskatoon StarPhoenix, the Western Producer, CJWW and CBC.

Feedback received from the school participants was excellent, as was the media coverage.

Thanks to the sponsors of the 2003 Stock Person’s School: Merial Canada Inc., Schering Plough

Animal Health, United Molasses and Saskatchewan Agriculture, Food and Rural Revitalization. 
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FACS 12th Annual General

Meeting and Conference

Moves to December

Mark your calendars now and plan to attend the FACS

12th Annual General Meeting and Conference, scheduled

for December 8 and 9, 2003 at the Travelodge Hotel in

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan.

As with past conferences, FACS has been successful in

developing an excellent line up of presenters who will

address issues that are unique to most, but relevant to all!

The program will highlight the important issues of our

time, provide attendees with valuable information and

stress the successful action steps necessary to sustain a

responsible, world-class industry.

Conference speakers include experts such as Dr. Bernard

Rollins, Distinguished Professor, Colorado State

University; Dr. Tina Widowski, Associate Professor,

Department of Animal and Poultry Science; University of

Guelph, Mr. Robert Sopuck, VP Delta Waterfowl

Foundation, Manitoba,  Mr. Barnie Costner, General

Manger, Wyoming State Fair and Mr. Richard Davies,

VP Olymel, Montreal (tbc).

As with past FACS events, we anticipate this years

conference will attract participants from across Canada

and the United States. We are working hard to put

together a diverse agenda which will have something for

everyone and will make your participation worthwhile.

Look for future updates on the FACS website at

www.facs.sk.ca. 

Thank You

. . . to the Sponsors of the FACS 11th Annual

General Meeting and Conference held January 9 and

10, 2003:

• Canadian Cowboys Association

• Co-op Feeds, A Division of Federated 

Co-operatives Ltd.

• Elanco Animal Health

• Genex Swine Group

• Heartland Livestock Services

• Intervet Canada Ltd.

• Mitchell’s Gourmet Foods

• North American Equine Ranching Information 

Council (NAERIC)

• Regina Exhibition Association

• Saskatchewan Association of Agricultural

Societies and Exhibitions

• Sask Pork

• Saskatchewan Agriculture, Food and 

Rural Revitalization

• Saskatchewan Egg Producers

• Saskatchewan Livestock Markets and Order 

Buyers Association Inc.

• Saskatoon Prairieland Corporation

• Saskatoon Processing Company

• SPI Marketing Group Inc.

• United Molasses

• Vaccine and Infectious Disease Organization 

“The Really Remarkable Animal Farm”

FACS has received funding from the Agriculture Development

Fund (ADF) to update the “Really Remarkable Animal Farm.”

This activity booklet, for children in Grades 1 through 3, was

initially released in the fall of 1998. “The Really Remarkable

Animal Farm” was the first prairie-focussed resource,

collectively representing farm animals, designed specifically

for educators. FACS worked with Saskatchewan Education to

ensure the activity booklet was suitable for classroom use. The

booklet features animal care as the main message and covers a

wide range of commodities.  The booklet has been updated to

reflect the latest information. To obtain a copy, contact the

FACS office at 306-249-3227. 
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Don’t Turn Back

The Clock on Agriculture
A Guest Editorial

by Kevin Hursh PAg, CAC

Was our food safer twenty years ago than it is today?

Were the animals raised more humanely?  What about

forty years ago? Should we turn back the clock on

agriculture?

If you listen to many environmentalists and

theologians, food production has grown increasingly

sinister. We should all be practising organic agriculture

and food should all be consumed locally.

Big equals bad. Profit is evil. Science can't be trusted.

The way we used to farm and raise food should be a

model for how we do it today.

Well, I'm a product of one of those idyllic mixed farms

of yesteryear and I can tell you that the good old days

weren't always pretty.

Our cow-calf operation was labour intensive and the

handling facilities were ramshackle. In those days,

much less was known about proper facility design so

every handling operation was a rodeo – hard on the

cattle and the people. 

Injections were given in the hind quarters, deep into

the prime cuts of meat. In recent years, there has been

a major push to vaccinate just under the skin in the

neck area. I can remember my dad straightening bent

needles with the pliers he always carried. Today,

producers are better educated. Needles are frequently

changed and bent needles are always discarded.

Our handling of dead animals would not meet the

standards of today's modern, commercial operations.

Carcasses were dragged far enough away that you

wouldn't smell them. Scavengers and decomposition

would eventually take their course. 

The rendering operations used today for dead stock

may not seem very appetizing, but this poses a far

smaller health and environmental risk.

I was pretty young when our milk cow died and my

parents decided we could just buy milk from the store

like everyone else, but I do remember drinking

unpasteurized milk. That was as local and as organic

as you can get, but I suspect there were some health

risks.

We raised chickens and a few pigs for our own

consumption and we kept laying hens and sold the

eggs. People enjoyed the farm fresh eggs, but it was

just as well no one saw the facility where the hens

were kept.

Through the spring and summer, young chickens had

the run of the farm. Today, people pay extra for "free

range" birds. They should be worth more because you

always had to check your shoes for chicken poop when

you came in the house.

Our free range chickens supplemented their grain based

diet with grasshoppers and crickets and anything else

they could find laying around the yard. Maybe this

made them tastier. I'm not sure it made the meat safer.

One year, we had a disease in the flock. The ailment

affected the bones or joints. Birds would collapse and

soon die. Of course, my parents assumed that any birds

that didn't die were probably safe to eat. I guess they

were right, since I'm still around.

Not wanting to waste anything, my dad asked a

veterinarian if it would be all right to feed the dead

birds to our pigs. Apparently the vet didn't think it

would be a problem.

The pigs grew really well on this high protein diet.

Once they got the taste, they even slaughtered a few

live chickens that inadvertently ventured into their pen.

A more regular part of the pig diet was the content of

the slop pail from under the kitchen sink, containing

everything from cucumber peelings to coffee grounds

and tea bags. Needless to say, this isn't how hog

operations work today.

My parents are long since deceased, and today the

farm is a straight grain operation. But when I visit

modern livestock operations, there's no desire to turn

back the clock. There's been a lot of progress on

animal welfare and there's a growing emphasis on

quality and food safety.

Food production, food safety and animal treatment

aren't perfect. Practices must continuously be

evaluated and improved. But what we have now is a

heck of a lot better than the romantic notions of how

agriculture used to be. 

Kevin Hursh is a writer and consultant based out of

Saskatoon, SK. The above article appeared in the June

10, 2003 issue of the StarPhoenix.  More information

on Kevin can be found at: www.hursh.ca.
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Environmental Enrichment
Submitted by Laura Smith

2002-2003 Animal Care Award Recipient

From the College of Agriculture

University of Saskatchewan

Individuals or groups opposed to animal agriculture often

describe intensive livestock environments in negative

ways. Poultry housing facilities have been referred to as

"chicken concentration camps" and hog operations as

"filthy factories" where "animals spend their lives

confined to concrete stalls and metal cages, terrified and

suffering in unnatural conditions".  Besides being untrue,

these phrases deflect attention from the beneficial aspects

of intensive environments: improved animal health,

superior nutrition, and protection from aggression.

However, intensive livestock environments are often

lacking in two ways. They are barren and uninteresting

from a human perspective, prompting the general public

and animal rights groups to describe them negatively, and

perhaps most importantly, intensive production

environments often prevent the animals housed in them

from carrying out many of their natural behaviors.

Barren environments do not contain substrates like

earthen floors or bushes for animals to perform foraging,

rooting and exploring activities. 

Environmental enrichment has been defined as "an

improvement in the biological functioning of captive

animals resulting from modifications to their

environment". So, by definition enrichment provides

functional benefits to the animals by improving

reproductive fitness or overall health. Enrichment has

been shown to increase litter size in pigs. Stress reduction

resulting from enriched environments improves immune

function and resistance to disease. Forms of enrichment

can be as complex as adding specialized rooting areas to

a pig's environment, or as simple as increasing space

allowances.

Environmental enrichment also improves overall health

by reducing harmful social interactions such as tail biting

and aggression in pigs, and feather pecking in chickens.

Small, colored objects are suitable as pecking objects for

chicks, while hens prefer to peck at white string. When

chickens have access to these types of pecking devices,

they will spend less time pecking each other. Providing

food in forms that promote foraging or using specially

designed feeding devices decreases the instance of

harmful behaviors that were previously directed at pen

mates. For example, sows in group housing can be fed

using a 'food ball' that dispenses meals in a fashion that is

similar to what they would receive if they were foraging

in the wild. The addition of straw or some other rooting

substrate to allow animals to perform foraging and

rooting behaviors may also be beneficial.

Enrichment has also been shown to reduce fear in

chickens during stressful situations, and to improve the

learning abilities of pigs.  Enriched chickens are less

likely to be injured by violent escape reactions during

handling and depopulation. Pigs from enriched

environments have been found to achieve higher scores

on maze and spatial learning tests. This indicates that

their memory and learning skills were improved through

enrichment of their environment. 

Environmental enrichment may be a cost effective and

uncomplicated way to improve the well being of closely

confined animals. There is conclusive evidence that

emotionally healthy animals are more productive and

function biologically at higher levels. What is good for

the animal is also good for the producer. 
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The Young Horse

Development Project 

In 2002, The Farm Animal Council of Saskatchewan Inc.

(FACS) together with the Saskatchewan Equine Ranching

Association (SERA) and the North American Equine

Ranching Information Council (NAERIC), and endorsed

by 4-H Saskatchewan developed a partnership to offer

new opportunities to equestrian minded youth.

The Saskatchewan Young Horse Development Project

(YHDP), the result of these joint efforts, is designed to

provide a venue for intermediate and advanced level

young horse people to demonstrate the knowledge and

experience that they have learned, as well as to showcase

the stock being bred and raised on Saskatchewan equine

ranches. The program, available only to 4-H members in

the first year, is now being offered to include all young

horse enthusiasts, from ages 13 to 21. Participating

SERA ranchers will offer young stock for YHDP

participants to inspect, select, purchase, raise and train.

The objectives of the program are: 

• To encourage YHDP participants to take the 

responsibility for the care and training of a foal and 

young horse.

• To reinforce to YHDP participants the importance of 

accurate record keeping and the overall benefits of 

applying responsible animal management.

• To highlight the quality of horses available from SERA.

• To provide a low-cost, equal-opportunity for all 

interested and approved young horse people.

• To promote responsible animal management.

Program participants are between

13 and 21 years of age and are

selected from an application form

by an Advisory Committee. When

selected, they are given a list of

participating SERA ranches and

begin the process of selecting a

foal for the YHD Project.  This

will initiate a two year project

which will require participants to

take responsibility, set goals and

apply knowledge gained.

The price of the foals is fixed at

$400.00 for non-registered stock

and $800.00 for registered stock.

The SERA rancher receives

$350.00 from the price of the foal

and the remaining funds are placed

in the SERA - YHDP

Enhancement fund.  From this fund FACS receives $100

for registered stock and $50 for non-registered stock and

the remainder will be paid to participants over the next

two years based on participation in the YHDP Yearling

and Two-Year-Old Showcases, as well as successful

completion of the YHDP record-book. The Yearling

Showcase will be held Sunday August 24 in Moose Jaw.

For year one, there were 35 participants in the program

across Saskatchewan, from Hudson Bay to Carlyle.

Nearly 150 people attended the first two Foal Care clinics

held during November 2002 in Saskatoon and Regina.

The program included presentations on conformation and

breeding, safety and handling of a foal, herd health and

vaccines, foot care and general first aid, and foal

nutrition.

Two additional clinics were held in March and April

2003. There were demonstrations on how to start a

yearling longeing, what a judge looks for in a longe line,

class and tips on showmanship and grooming were

provided.

The next two year term of the YHDP is underway with

14 applicants for 2003 - 2005.

For further information on the YHDP, contact: 

• Adele Buettner, Executive Director, FACS,

Tel: 306-249-3227, Saskatoon

• Jim Pollock, Saskatchewan Agriculture, Food and Rural 

Revitalization, Tel: 306-435-4528, Moosomin

• John King, SERA, Tel: 306-224-4288, Corning

Details are also available on the FACS website at

www.facs.sk.ca/activities.htm.
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CORPORATE MEMBERS

Patron Members

$5,000 and over

Cattle Marketing 

Deductions Fund

Horned Cattle Trust 

Fund

SK Beef Development 

Fund

SK Dairy Association

Sask Pork

SK Wheat Pool/

Heartland Livestock

Services

Partner Members

$1,000 to under $2,500

Chicken Farmers of

Saskatchewan

SK Egg Producers

SK Equine Ranchers

Association

SK Livestock Markets

and Order Buyers

Association

Wyeth-Ayerst

Laboratories

SUPPORT FACS

A membership in FACS holds many benefits, including

membership recognition, a quarterly newsletter, notification of

special events, access to the FACS library, FACS publications,

and much more.

Associate memberships are available for contributions of $50 to

$199.99 (plus GST). Active (or voting) memberships are

available for contributions of $200 and over (plus GST). Receipts

are issued for all contributions. Please complete the form to the

right and return it with your contribution to: 

Farm Animal Council of Saskatchewan Inc.

502-45th Street West, 2nd Floor, Saskatoon, SK  S7L 6H2

Name

Address

City/Town

Prov PC

Tel Fax

For more information, contact FACS by phone at (306) 249-3227

or fax at (306) 244-4497 or by email at facs@sasktel.net
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Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE)

With the recent activities surrounding Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE), the

Western College of Veterinary Medicine (WCVM) and the Farm Animal Council of

Saskatchewan Inc. (FACS) presented a free BSE  Information Session for beef and

dairy producers. 

The producer-focused Information Session was held on the evening of May 28, 2003

from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. in Room 2302 of the Western College of Veterinary

Medicine at the University of Saskatchewan.   

The Seminar proved to be an overwhelming success with 119 participants from across

Saskatchewan and Alberta.

Dr. John Campbell, President of the Western Canadian Bovine Practitioners

Association and a large animal veterinarian with WCVM, along with Dr. Chris Clark, a

large animal veterinarian with the WCVM and a leading authority on BSE, gave

presentations at the Information Session, which also included a question/answer period.

Their presentations can be found on our website at www.facs.sk.ca. 

Food Safety Network Factsheet

Mad Cow Disease or Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE) is a chronic

degenerative illness that affects the central nervous system of cattle. It is part of

a family of diseases known as transmissible spongiform encephalopathies, or

TSEs, whose different forms affect different species of animals. All TSEs are

believed to be linked to an abnormal form of a protein known as a prion.

Accumulation of this abnormal protein leads to a sponge-like appearance of the

affected brain, causing neurological illness and eventual death. The disease has

a long incubation period of four to five years, but is fatal for cattle within weeks

to months of its onset. Diagnosis of BSE is not possible in live animals and can

only be done by examining an animal's brain after death. Few cases of BSE

have occurred outside of the United Kingdom (UK). More information can be

found at:  http://cattlefeeder.ab.ca/herd/bse030122.shtml.



Farm Animal Council of Saskatchewan Inc. Page 8     Summer 2003

NEWS MAKERS

. . . . . PETA activists greeted attendees of the Canadian

Dairy Expo at Prairieland Park on Wednesday [April 16,

2003] with signs reading “Dairy is Udder Cruelty.” They

say the dairy industry is cruel to animals and that dairy

products are unhealthy. Dairy producers at the Expo say

dairy products are part of a nutritious diet and that the

animals are treated well. The two protesters, one of

whom dressed in a cow costume, are part of People for

the Ethical Treatment of Animals’ Dump Dairy

campaign. “Dairy cows spend years and years in misery

and then they end up at the same slaughterhouses as all

the others once they’re worn out and not producing

enough anymore,” said Erin Ruel, a Prince Albert Grade

12 student. Ruel stressed she doesn’t want confrontation

with dairy producers, but instead wants to promote

alternatives to dairy products, like soy milk and soy ice

cream. Helen Vanderloop is a dairy producer near

Marsden [and the dairy represenative on the FACS

Board]. In an interview at the Expo, she said dairy

farmers have to treat the animals well for them to

produce. “If they have time to look at the animals today,

you definitely see there is no mistreatment in there,

especially not in dairy cattle,” Vanderloop said. (Source:

The StarPhoenix, Thursday April 17, 2003, page A11)

. . . . . Included in a story about wildlife management is

the following list of Canada’s top 10 animal problems:

(1) Canada geese - Overpopulation in urban areas is

leading to pollution of beaches, park ponds and grassy

areas. Management techniques include addling of eggs

and removal of goslings. (2) Snow geese - Population has

tripled during past 20 years and now stands at 4.5

million, overcrowding the fragile Arctic ecosystem where

they nest and leading to the starvation of thousands of

goslings. Canada, the U.S and Mexico are extending

hunting seasons. (3) Beavers - With trapping reduced

because of low fur prices, and reduced predation in urban

areas, beavers are thriving, causing flooding and tree

damage. Authorities are trapping in areas where

populations are dense and removing dams. (4) Coyotes -

Highly intelligent, coyotes have adapted to city living.

Problems include predation on house pets, livestock and

in some cases attacks on children. The public is being

educated on how to deal with coyotes and some problem

animals are shot or trapped. (5) Bears - Authorities shoot

bears that are considered a threat to humans, or trap them

live and move them. In rural areas bears that prey on

livestock or destroy beehives can be shot. (6) Wolves - In

rural areas they prey on livestock. In wilderness regions,

they prey on deer, moose and other big game that are

valued by hunters. Authorities encourage hunting in areas

where there are healthy populations and in rare cases

governments have authorized wolf kills. (7) Deer/Moose

- In rural areas they cause substantial crop damage,

especially during winter when they invade haystacks.

Agriculture departments compensate farmers for

damages, and pay for deer-proof fencing. Control of the

population is encouraged through regulated hunting. (8)

Wild Boars - Mainly a problem in Manitoba, but also

found in Alberta and Saskatchewan. The feral pigs

destroy habitat and feed on ground nesting birds.

Authorities encourage hunters to shoot them at any time.

(9) Richardson’s Ground Squirrel - Gopher populations

are at a high point in the Prairie provinces. They are so

numerous in some places their colonies are destroying

farmland. Individual landowners are allowed to shoot or

poison them. (10) Seals/Sea lions - On the Atlantic coast

harp seals are blamed for contributing to the collapse of

the cod stocks. The government has authorized large

harvests in a commercial hunt for the next three years.

On the Pacific Coast, California sea lions and harbour

seals are at historically high levels. They are blamed for

contributing to salmon declines, but opinion is divided.

(Source: “Canada’s Top Ten Problem Animals,” The

Vancouver Sun, May 8, 2003, front page) 

. . . . . An animal rights group doesn't care for the name

of a western New York town. It thinks Hamburg should

change its name to Veggieburg. People for the Ethical

Treatment of Animals (PETA) says the name Hamburg

“conjures up visions of unhealthy patties of

ground-up dead cows.” It faxed a letter to the town

supervisor offering to supply area schools with 15-

thousand dollars worth of non-meat patties if Hamburg

changes its name. A PETA spokesman says the offer is as

“serious as a heart attack.” Hamburg Supervisor Patrick

Hoak says no deal. He says residents are “proud of our

name and proud of our heritage.” The Buffalo suburb has

been named Hamburg since 1812. It claims to be the

birthplace of the hamburger, an event it commemorates

with an annual Burgerfest. (Source: April 22, 2003

Broadcast News)

FACStracs is a quarterly publication of the Farm Animal

Council of Saskatchewan Inc. (FACS).  The primary function

of FACS is to promote the responsible care and use of

animals in the livestock industry.  The material in this

publication may be used with proper acknowledgment to the

source.  All information contained herein is deemed to be

reliable and accurate to the best of the publisher's

knowledge.  The authors of submitted and reprinted articles

are solely responsible for the contents and accuracy of the

information.
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